Ring and Pin
It takes a very steady hand!
This activity introduces students to a Native American game
called "Ring and Pin". Almost every Native nation across North
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America has a version of Ring and Pin that children traditionally
played, and sometimes still play. Some of the games have

7 & up

different names, and most of them use different materials. But
Group Size

4 or more

what they have in common is that every Ring and Pin game is
played basically the same way, and all of the games are

SUGGESTED MATERIALS

designed to help children develop eye-hand coordination (and
have fun!).

Recycled materials (See Preparation )
Craft sticks (or pencils, chopsticks or

Native American , game , Wampanoag, recycle , found objects , individual

sticks)
Metal washers (or loose-leaf book rings
from office supply store, or pieces of
cardboard)
String (different kinds, if possible)

PREPARATION
It is suggested that rather than purchase materials, you simply gather whatever you can find around
your program. Traditionally, these Ring and Pin games were created by Native American children and

VIEW IT ONLINE

adults using whatever they had available to them. If you do the same, it will provide a much more
interesting basis for discussion about the activity and its cultural context. If you have no craft sticks,

http://www.beyondthechalkboard.com/activities/r

maybe pencils, chopsticks or even sticks from outside might do (make sure pencils are NOT

ing-and-pin/

sharpened). The rings can come in many forms (see below). Challenge the children to come up with
their own creative designs based on what is available to them.
Because this game has been widely played across many cultures, there are countless different
materials and basic ways of playing. The general idea of all of these games is that the player holds a
stick with a cord or string attached to it, and a ring, several rings, or some other target fastened to
the other end of the cord. The ring or target is thrown into the air, and the player attempts to spear it
with the stick or "pin" at the other end of the cord. See Suggestions (in the "Make it Better" step) for
information about different materials used in different Nations.
Here are three examples of different games: This game (click here) is carved from wood. This
game is made from cow horn, and you can see that there are 4 holes that the player can spear. And
this game is made from a stick and dried pieces of squash. As you can see there are MANY rings in
this game—the object is to spear or catch as many rings as possible.

INSTRUCTIONS

MAKE IT MATTER
Opening Discussion
Ask your students what kinds of games they like to play. Do these games teach them
anything? What sorts of skills do they learn? Tell them that today they are going to learn
how to make a game that children in Native American tribes all across North America have
been making and playing for a long time. Children who are Native American play all of the
same kinds of games that your children listed—video games, board games, card games,
etc. But there are also games that have been played by their families and their culture for
hundreds of years (and maybe longer!). One of these games is called "Ring and Pin", and it
is designed to be fun and also to teach children eye-hand coordination.

The Challenge
Make your own game out of the materials you have in your afterschool program, and play
a kind of game that Native American children from some tribes all across North America

used to play!

MAKE IT HAPPEN
Doing the Activity
1. While doing this activity, you may have the opportunity to talk about Native cultures,
particularly if you live in an area that has Native Americans in your community. It is
important to impress upon children that while Native cultures have a long and rich
history, Native people are still very much around, doing all the same sorts of things that
everyone does. But they are also very proud of their traditions and heritage, and they
try to raise their children to be aware and proud as well. See the letter in Suggestions
(in the "Make it Better" step)—it was written by a woman from the Wampanoag tribe in
Massachusetts just for educators around the country, and it offers a Native perspective
on teaching about Native cultures.
2. Children should work in small teams on this activity, but each child should create their
own ring and pin game.
3. If you have made one ahead of time, show your ring and pin game to the children and
show them how you play. Show them the pictures above too, and tell them that there
are countless ways to make a game...and that their challenge is to create their own.
4. Show your students the materials you have provided for them, and set them to work.

MAKE IT CLICK
Let’s Talk About It
After students have spent 15-20 minutes experimenting with the materials, bring them
together to talk about what they have discovered. What kinds of ring and pin games are
they trying to make (one ring, many rings, or a "target")? Do some materials work better
than others? If you provided different kinds of string, do some strings work better than
others? If not mentioned, ask them if the weight of the "ring", target or rings makes a
difference. How about the length of the stick? How easy or difficult should their game be? If
it is impossible to do, is it much fun? What if it is too easy to play?

MAKE IT BETTER
Build on What They Talked About
Have students return to complete their games, then bring them all together to show off
what they created, and take turns playing each others’ games.

Suggestions
Almost every Native tribe across North America has a version of ring and pin. In each
example of the game, a ring or other target is fastened to a cord. The ring is thrown
into the air and caught or speared by the pin attached to the other end of the cord.
Rings are made from materials in the natural environment, like bone and wood. The
pins were carved from long bones, antler or wood. The traditional Wampanoag version
uses deer toe bones. The Iroquois people have a different version. The ring is cow
horn that has been boiled and split, and has several holes. The pin is also made from
horn. The Iroquois call this game "spearing moose."
Tribes from across North America use different materials to make their games,
particularly to make the "ring" or target. The Penobscot in Maine used a piece of leather
for their ring. The Mohave in Arizona used slices of squash. The Montagnais from
Quebec, Canada carved caribou toe bones. The Paiute, who come from Nevada used a
rabbit skull. The Narragansett in Rhode Island carved a piece of wood. The Karok from
Northern California used dried salmon vertebra. The Digueno from Southern California
used acorn caps. Klamath people in Washington used salmon bones. The Sioux used
deer toe bones.
Below is a letter from Dove (Nancy Eldredge), a woman from the Wampanoag tribe in
Massachusetts:

Dear Educator.
"The Wampanoag people are alive and well. We still have our spiritual ceremonies and
dances and songs and languages. We have our regalia in which we dress ourselves for
celebrations in the manner of our ancestors. We raise our children to be proud of their
culture.

When teachers and students imitate us, our dances, our ceremonies, our clothes, it
disrespects us and trivializes our way of life. If you wish to respect and honor Native
culture, please don’t mimic our culture by engaging in pretend Indian ceremonies or
wearing outfits made of fringed paper bags and paper feather bonnets. It takes a great
deal of our time to correct these actions and we need your help. Please show your
respect by replacing these activities with programs that educate children about respect
for us and respect for the earth. That would be excellent. Thank you for your attention to
this matter."

In respect for all cultures of the earth, I am,

-Dove (Nancy Eldredge)
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