Players: 2 to 4

Migrating Monarchs
Science Topics: life cycle, migration, habitats
Objective: Students infer stages in the life cycle of a butterfly. They learn that some monarch
butterflies migrate during the fall and that their declining numbers are due to threatened habitats.
Materials: • buttons, one for each player • spinner (see page 4)

BACKGROUND
Butterflies that emerge in the fall migrate south toward Mexico and
southern California. Here, they gather around trees, waiting for
warmer weather. Then they migrate north again. (The individual butterflies themselves don’t live long enough to make it all the way north.
As they move north, three or four new generations continue on.)
Many children will be familiar with monarch butterflies, which lay their eggs only on
milkweed plants. The caterpillar feeds on the leaves almost immediately after it hatches from its egg. Many milkweed fields, however, have been turned into parking lots or
building sites. In Mexico, many forests where monarchs winter also face destruction.
Loss of habitat has resulted in the monarch’s shrinking population.

TO PL AY

1 Players take turns spinning to find out how many spaces to move. Players who land on a box
with instructions follow those instructions (for example, move ahead two spaces). The first
player to reach FINISH wins.
Think About It
• How do you think people can protect
monarch butterflies’ habitats here and in
places where they winter? (Answers will vary
and may include finding less environmentally
harmful ways to solve parking problems, protecting forests from being cut down, and so
on.)

Extension Activities
• Watch Them Grow: Give students a firsthand look at a monarch’s life cycle. You can
order butterfly eggs from The Butterfly Place,
(978) 392-0955.
http://butterflyplace-ma.com/shopping
• Tracking Butterflies: Have students trace the
route of monarchs on a map. How far do they
fly? (Monarchs migrate from the northern
parts of the U. S. and Canada to Mexico and
coastal areas of southern California.)
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Migrating Monarchs
Game Board

The
caterpillar
eats milkweed.
It needs more
food. Move
ahead one
space.

A
caterpillar
comes out
of its egg.

The
caterpillar
makes a chrysalis.
Inside, the
caterpillar
changes.

A
monarch
butterfly lays
its eggs on a
milkweed
plant.

After
a few weeks,
a monarch
butterfly comes
out of the
chrysalis.

It’s autumn.
The weather turns
cooler. It’s time
to fly south to
a warmer place.
Spin again.

People
cut down
trees. The
butterflies
have no place
to rest. Move
back one
space.

The
monarch
joins millions
of other
monarch
butterflies
in Mexico.
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Migrating Monarchs
Game Board

The
monarch
finds a place
to lay its eggs.
Go to finish.

Kids are
growing
milkweed
plants in their
schoolyard.
Move ahead
two spaces.

This field
of milkweed
plants is being turned
into a parking lot.
There’s no place
to lay eggs.
Lose a turn.

The
butterflies
find another
forest to
rest in.

It’s spring.
Time to head
back north.
Move ahead
two spaces.
The
weather
starts to get
warmer. The
monarch finds
a mate.
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Game Spinner:
Use a paper fastener to
attach the pointer to the
spinner.
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